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Columbia River Initiative MOU

December 2004

▷Columbia River 

Initiative  Memorandum 

of Understanding

December 2014 

▷CRI MOU extended 

through Dec 2024



MOU Partners

▷State of Washington 
○Dept of Ecology – OCR 
○Dept of Fish & Wildlife 

▷US Bureau of Reclamation

▷3 Columbia Basin Irrigation Districts
○East CBID, Quincy CBID, South CBID



Columbia River Initiative MOU

▷Columbia River Mainstem Storage 
- Sections 5-8

▷Lake Roosevelt Incremental Storage and 

Releases Program 
- Sections 9-13

▷Odessa Groundwater Replacement Program 

- Sections 14-16
▷Potholes Supplemental Feedroute 

- Sections 14-16
▷CBIDs Coordinated Conservation

- LRISRP & OGWRP sections  
▷Water from Canada

- Section 20



Columbia 
River 
Mainstem
Storage
MOU sections 5 – 8



Lake Roosevelt Incremental Storage 
and Releases Program (LRISRP)

Drought Relief - MOU sections 9-11



LRISRP – Drought Relief 

▷Ecology received 

USBR drought 

contingency funds in 

FY15 to complete a 

Statewide Drought Plan

▷State Drought Plan 

filed with Congress in 

2020



Lake Roosevelt Incremental Storage 
and Releases Program (LRISRP)

M& I - MOU sections 12 – 13



LRISRP – M & I 

▷Ecology has issued 50 permits totaling 
approx. 21,000 ac-ft of water. 

▷Ecology has requested annually release 
of: 

- 22,000 ac-ft of M&I water
- 11,000 ac-ft of Instream flow water

▷Future Permitting



Odessa 
Groundwater 
Replacement 
Program 
(OGWRP)

MOU sections 14 –

16



East Low Canal Infrastructure 

Improvements

2021

First OGWRP landowner 

financed water delivery 

system on-line 

Mar2014

First OGWRP Master 

Water Service Contract 

17,700 acres

Sept 2013

Odessa Subarea Special Study & EIS

Feb 2006

RCW 90.90

Dec 

2004

Columbia 

River 

Inititative

Odessa Ground Water Replacement 

Program



Potholes 
Supplemental 
Feedroute

MOU sections 17 – 19



Feedroute

• 2015 Operations 

• Realty and property 

transactions 

• Additional groundwater 

modeling needs 

• Derringer Dairy 

• Grant Co. Airport 

• Trout Lodge Fish Hatchery



CBIDs Coordinated 
Conservation 
Program (CCP)

MOU sections LRISRP & OGWRP 



CBID Coordinated Conservation



CBID 

Coordinated 

Conservation

Piping 

Crack Sealing 

Liner



Water From 
Canada 

MOU section 20 



Columbia River Basin Drainage Map



Next Steps 



Challenges that Lie Ahead

▷Supreme Court decisions & Legal Uncertainties 

▷Columbia River Treaty negotiations

▷Long-term funding uncertainties 

- Federal, State and Local 

▷Projects that span multiple biennia (funding) 

▷Investing in aging water supply infrastructure

▷Climate change, shifting water supplies & drought

▷Federal Columbia River Power System Biological 

Opinion (FCRPS BiOP) Uncertainties

▷Keep the Momentum going!



Questions or Discussion ?

Melissa Downes 
Melissa.Downes@ecy.wa.gov
(509) 454-4259
(5

mailto:Melissa.Downes@ecy.wa.gov

