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Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Brenda Burman is excep-
tionally capable and well prepared for her new job. Her résumé 
reads like a many-years-long western water training program to 

be commissioner: law school and legal work in Wyoming, followed by 
working for renowned western water law attorney and United States 
senator, Jon Kyl, on Capitol Hill, and then working for Reclamation; the 
U.S. Department of the Interior; the Nature Conservancy; the Metro-
politan Water Agency of Southern California; and most recently, the Salt 
River Project in Arizona. The only possible missing component would be 
working for an irrigation district or perhaps growing up on an irrigated 
farm. However, years of working on western water policy has allowed 

Continued on page 2

IN THIS ISSUE 

CBDL
PO Box 745
Cashmere, WA 98815

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

CASHMERE MAILING HOUSE
PERMIT NO. 7

VOICE OF THE PROJECT
Supporting the Columbia Basin Project since 1964.



  3  l  VOICE OF THE PROJECT NEWSLETTERVOICE OF THE PROJECT NEWSLETTER  l  2

Commissioner Burman the opportunity to meet 
and build working relationships with the irriga-
tors in all the western states. Additionally, she 
has always been a big believer in on-the-ground 
learning and has taken every opportunity to visit 
and tour western water projects. As a result, 
she has an unparalleled network of friends and 
contacts in the western water community.

I worked for Ms. Burman at Interior during the 
George W. Bush administration. When she left 
her position as deputy to Commissioner Bob 
Johnson to become the deputy assistant secre-
tary for water and science, I had the great for-
tune to follow in her footsteps and serve Com-
missioner Johnson as his deputy commissioner. 
There were countless meetings and briefings we 
both attended. Her intelligence, steady demean-
or, and unflappable coolness under fire were al-
ways apparent. She had the opportunity to work 
for Commissioner Johnson longer than I and 
observe his especially effective management 
style. In the first few minutes of every meeting, 
Commissioner Johnson would say “we will work 
with you” to whomever we were meeting with. 
He meant it and expected it of his staff. In the 
office, Commissioner Johnson was a master of 
personal relationships, always seeking input 

and motivating people. Commissioner Johnson 
believed in getting out and meeting with those 
dependent on water and power from Reclama-
tion and was constantly flying all over the West 
to meet and speak.

Though Commissioner Burman has already 
made the history books as the first woman to be 
commissioner, she will draw on her experience 
and all that she has learned from her great men-
tors to be the commissioner that future com-
missioners are compared with. The irrigation 
and power communities can expect a highly ac-
cessible, dedicated, and constantly-in-the-West 
commissioner. Her top issue? Infrastructure.

Article reprint and photo permission given from 
Irrigation Leader.  Kris Polly is editor-in-chief of 
Irrigation Leader magazine and president of 
Water Strategies LLC, a government relations 
firm he began in February 2009 for the pur-
pose of representing and guiding water, power, 
and agricultural entities in their dealings with 
Congress, the Bureau of Reclamation, and other 
federal government agencies. The League works 
with Water Strategies LLC on behalf of the 
Columbia Basin Project. Kris can be contacted at 
Kris.Polly@waterstrategies.com.

On Friday, December 15, newly confirmed Reclamation Commissioner Brenda Burman addressed attendees at the 
Federal Families session of the annual Colorado River Water Users Association (CRWUA) conference and tradeshow 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. Photo courtesy of the U.S. Department of the Interior; caption courtesy of Irrigation Leader.

A REFRESHING START TO  
THE NEW YEAR

“The New Commissioner” continued from page 1

With a new logo launch at the end of 
2017, the League Trustees contin-
ued the rebranding process in the 

new year to include a refreshed mission and 
vision statement. 

Refreshed Vision: A fully developed Columbia 
Basin Project that supports a robust regional 
and state economy and quality of life through 
efficient, well-maintained infrastructure and 
sustainable environmental stewardship.

Refreshed Mission: To serve as the voice of 
the Columbia Basin Project—supporting com-
pletion and sustainable maintenance.

These updates refine the long-time position 
of the League as “the voice” of the Project, 

which in effect, equip Trustees and staff with 
a clear direction for mission fulfillment and in 
making intentional impact.

The League has elected three new Board 
Trustees and re-elected eight Trustees, includ-
ing League Chair, Kevin Lyle, and Treasurer, 
Jake Wollman Jr. 

Other re-elected Board Trustees are:

• Chip Dobson
• John Moody
• Mark Booker
• Mike LaPlant
• Benjamin Leavitt
• Roger Hartwig

Nearing the end 
of the first quar-
ter of 2018, let’s 
put the spotlight 
on the League’s 
advocacy efforts. 
In February, a 
delegation trav-
eled to Olympia 
taking the issues 
that matter to you as a Columbia Basin 
stakeholder to the legislators. It’s been 
quite the year already and we’re just 
getting started!

Read on for a feature article on the new 
Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner, 
an update on the Irrigation General 
Permit from the Dept. of Ecology, a 
spotlight on the new Ephrata BOR Field 
Office Manager, district updates includ-
ing details on OGWRP’s 11.8 and 22.1 
delivery systems, the impacts of the 
State Capital Budget, irrigation district 
board updates, and more. Finally, meet 
our new League Board Members and 
learn more about our updated mission 
and vision.

With your help, the League will con-
tinue a focused effort to advocate for 
policies that support the Columbia 
Basin Project and continued, incremen-
tal development. If you aren’t a mem-
ber, consider joining us for 2018 – it’s 
not too late! And, for those who are 
members, thank you for continuing the 
legacy!

MEET THE NEW FACES OF THE LEAGUE BOARD

2018 OFFICERS

Kevin Lyle, Chair, Othello
Jeff Schibel, Vice Chair, Odessa
Orman Johnson, Past Chair, Connell
Jake Wollman Jr., Treasurer, Warden
Clark Kagele, Secretary, Odessa
Matt Hawley, Pasco
Mark Stedman, Davenport
Dale Pomeroy, Warden

2018 TRUSTEES

Alice Parker, Royal City
Andy Erickson, Moses Lake
Benjamin Leavitt, Warden
Bernard Erickson, Ritzville
Chet Pedersen, Quincy
Chip Dobson, Mattawa
Eli Stahl, Ritzville
JC Baldwin, Wenatchee
JJ Danz, Mesa
Joe Gross, Marlin
John Moody, Ephrata
John Preston, Warden
Mark Booker, Othello
Michele Kiesz, Ritzville
Mike LaPlant, Ephrata
Milt Miller, Moses Lake
Reid Phillips, Ritzville
Richard Stevens, Soap Lake
Rick Miller, Pasco
Roger Hartwig, Ritzville
Vicki Gordon, Pasco
William Wagoner, Quincy

STAFF

Vicky Scharlau, Executive Director
Mike Schwisow, Government Relations Director
Kris Polly, Federal Advocate
Sara Higgins, Assistant Director
Kate Taylor, Logistics Manager
Katlyn Straub, Communications Manager
Lacey Price, Operations Manager
Debbie Sands, Business Manager
Julie Brezicha, Membership Manager
Amanda Brack, Executive Services Coordinator
Rachel Burgoon, Program Assistant

CONNECT WITH US!

@ColumbiaBasinDevelopmentLeague
#ColumbiaBasinProject

www.cbdl.org   l   509.782.9442

League Chair, 
Kevin Lyle

JC Baldwin took the oath of office 2005 and has been re-elected to three consecutive six year 
terms. She serves as Vice Chair of the Public Works Board (appointed by Governor Gregoire in 
2012) and has served as President of the Washington Public Ports Association Executive Commit-
tee and is currently on the Legislative Committee. She is past President of both the Wenatchee 
Valley and Cashmere Chamber of Commerce; serves as the Port of Chelan County’s representa-
tive on the Chelan Douglas Transportation Council; and is past President and an active member 
of Cashmere Rotary. JC has been in the technology sector most of her professional career. She is 
a small business owner of GTC Technical Support in Wenatchee, which has provided customized 
technical support to clients worldwide for the past 19 years.

Milt Miller manages and maintains the industrial wastewater treatment plant and farming operations for the Port of Moses Lake. 
He also serves as the Port’s project manager – these projects have included the Port’s current rail project, adding an entrance to 
Hwy 17 for property on the west side of the airfield, the Northern Columbia Basin Rail Project, water right transfer for farming op-
erations, and many more. Milt has a Bachelor’s in geography, which emphasized urban planning, from Ohio University. He moved 
to Moses Lake in 2009 to work for the Port and in 2016 was promoted to his current position.

Vicki Gordon serves as a Commissioner for the Port of Pasco. She also serves on the Washington 
State University Foundation Board as secretary and its Advisory Councils for Colleges of Business, 
Education and Athletics. Since 2003, she has sat on the board of the Yakima Federal Savings & 
Loan Association. She is a past board member of the CBC Foundation, Tridec, Lourdes Health 
Network, and the Washington State Community Economic Revitalization board. Vicki owns Kami-
ak Vineyards and Gordon Brothers Cellars, Inc. She holds her Bachelors from Washington State 
University.

FROM THE CBDL CHAIR, 
KEVIN LYLE

Kevin
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The regular state legislative session al-
ternates in length each year between 
105 days and 60 days.  This year’s state 

session was a short one, but the League still 
secured dedicated time to speak with policy 
makers about the Columbia Basin Project (Proj-
ect). Those who traveled to the state capitol 
in January to join lobbyist Mike Schwisow in 
advocating for the Project included Chair Kevin 
Lyle, Vice Chair Jeff Schibel, Dale Pomeroy, Matt 
Hawley, and Assistant Director Sara Higgins.  

BROAD POLICY AND PROJECT  
INTRODUCTION 

Broadly, the League advocated for policies 
supporting overall Project infrastructure rein-
vestment as well as continued Odessa Ground 
Water Replacement Program (OGWRP) con-
struction and design.  Participants provided 
a copy of the League’s new film, Waiting for 
Water, to every policymaker they met with and 
thanked legislators for OGWRP funding ($15 

million) included in the FY2017-2019 budget. 
Participants also took the opportunity to inform 
policy makers of the League’s position on the 
Columbia River Treaty (Read more at: www.
cbdl.org/key-principles-for-a-new-columbia-riv-
er-treaty).      

The League annually travels to Olympia. This 
year’s trip included an opportunity to introduce 
some policymakers previously unfamiliar with 
the Project and its value.

Meetings included:

• Sen. Kevin Van De Wege, D-24th – Senate 
Ag, Water, Natural Resources & Parks, Chair

• Jon Rudicil, L.A. for Sen. Frockt, D-46 –  
Senate Ways & Means, Vice-Chair Capital

• Sen. Judy Warnick, R-13th – Senate Ag, 
Water, Natural Resources & Parks, Ranking 
Minority

• Rep. Strom Peterson, D-21st – Capital  
Budget, Vice Chair

• Rep. Mary Dye, R-9th – Capital Budget
• Rep. Tom Dent, R-13th – House Ag &  

Natural Resources
• Rep. Kristine Reeves, D-30th – House Capital 

Budget
• Mary Verner, DOE Water Resources  

Program Manager 

HIRST SOLUTION AND THE CAPITAL BUDGET 

A carry-over from last year’s session—a perma-
nent Hirst solution and passage of the capital 
budget—were both accomplished in the third 
week of the new year.  

A Supreme Court decision in October of 2016, 
known as the Hirst decision, prevented many ru-
ral property owners from accessing water from 
exempt wells. The uncertainty it created for 
families, communities, and local governments 
was not palatable. Instead of a one-size-fits-all 
approach, state legislators reached a bipartisan 
compromise that resulted in differing impacts 
across the state’s 62 watersheds. The highlights 
of the compromise are:

• $300 million over the next 15 years to be 
spent on instream projects determined by a 
committee of state and local governments, 
tribes, and interest groups including agricul-
ture  

• In more than 40 watersheds, fees and daily 
withdrawal limits will remain as they were 
prior to the Hirst decision

• In seven Eastern and Western Washington 
watersheds there will be a new, $500 fee to 
drill a well and average annual withdrawals 
will be limited to 3,000 gallons per day  

• In eight Western Washington watersheds 
the new fee will apply but the withdrawal 
limit will be 950 gallons per day

Passage of the 2017-19 $4.18 billion capital 
budget was tied to the Hirst solution as part 
of legislative negotiations. Since the negoti-
ations continued into 2018 with no 2017-19 
budget going into effect in 2017, the budget 
that ultimately passed effectively became the 
supplemental budget. There were no significant 
changes to the supplemental budget.

(L-R: Mike Schwisow, Kevin Lyle, Rep. Tom Dent (WA-13), Jeff Schibel, Dale Pomeroy, 
Jeff Schibel, Matt Hawley)

(L-R: Kevin Lyle, Dale Pomeroy, Mike Schwisow, Rep. Mary Dye (WA-9), Jeff Schibel)

(L-R: Dale Pomeroy, Sen. Judy Warnick (WA-13), Jeff Schibel, Kevin Lyle)

(L-R: Dale Pomeroy, Jeff Schibel, Rep. Kristine Reeves (WA-30), Matt Hawley, Kevin 
Lyle)

League Board Members and Government Relations Director Mike Schwisow at the 
State Capitol in Olympia, WA (L-R: Mike Schwisow, Jeff Schibel, Kevin Lyle, Matt Haw-
ley, Dale Pomeroy)

COMMUNICATING, CONNECTING, AND  
COLLABORATING WITH POLICYMAKERS

THIS YEAR’S STATE SESSION WAS A SHORT ONE, BUT THE 
LEAGUE STILL SECURED DEDICATED TIME TO SPEAK WITH 
POLICY MAKERS ABOUT THE COLUMBIA BASIN PROJECT.
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The irrigation and reclamation districts (dis-
tricts) in Washington deliver water to over one 
million acres of irrigated agriculture across 
the state each year.  It is important that the 
irrigation canals are properly maintained so 
that farmers get the water they need.  Aquatic 
weeds and algae can clog irrigation systems and 
keep water from reaching irrigators.  One tool 
used by the districts to keep irrigation systems 
clear is aquatic pesticides.

Pesticides can be harmful to human health and 
the environment if not used properly, so district 
staff follow the requirements in the Irrigation 
General Permit and on the pesticide label to 
ensure that chemicals are used in a manner that 
is safe for both the public and the environment.

Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecol-
ogy) is working to update the State’s Irrigation 
General Permit.  Originally issued in 2002 – and 
updated a few times since – it is now time to 
update the current version.  Ecology started 
talking with staff from permitted districts early 
this year to inform how they update this permit.  

The agency is seeking to learn ideas about the 
elements of the permit that work and those 
that need to be improved.

While they are developing potential permit 
revisions, Ecology is also in the process of devel-
oping an environmental report called an Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement.  In this document, 
they will identify potential environmental im-
pacts from the implementation of the Irrigation 
General Permit as well as potential strategies 
for mitigating those impacts.

Ecology will develop a draft permit and the 
draft environmental report over the next few 
months and plans to share them with the public 
sometime this autumn.  When the drafts are 
released, the agency will hold a public comment 
period to gather input and feedback.  During 
this time, the public is encouraged to tell the 
agency what they got right, what still needs 
work, and why they think so.  Ecology will also 
hold public hearings where members of the 
public may provide comments.  Once the public 
comment period closes, Ecology will carefully 

review and respond to the comments received 
and make necessary changes to the general 
permit.

Ecology anticipates that a revised Irrigation Gen-
eral Permit will likely be issued early next year.

Ecology depends on input from the public, espe-
cially when they revise general permits.  You can 
use the following methods to stay informed and 
to share your ideas with the agency.

IRRIGATION GENERAL PERMIT UPDATE
Submitted by: Stacey Callaway, WA Department of Ecology | Water Quality

ECOLOGY WILL DEVELOP 
A DRAFT PERMIT AND THE 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL  
REPORT OVER THE NEXT  
FEW MONTHS.

LEAGUE 54TH ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE
WHEN:  
NOVEMBER 1, 2018

WHERE: 
BIG BEND COMMUNITY COLLEGE  
ATEC BUILDING
MOSES LAKE, WA

   LEARN MORE AT WWW.CBDL.ORG   

UPCOMING EVENT

GET MORE INFORMATION ONLINE

Sign up for the Irrigation General Permit listserv 
http://listserv.ecology.wa.gov/scripts/wa-ECOLOGY.exe?A0=IRRIGATION-SYSTEM-NPDES-PERMIT

Review information on the Irrigation General Permit webpage 
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Permits-certifications/Aquatic-pesticide-permits/Irriga-
tion-system-aquatic-weed-control

QUOTE OF THE QUARTER

KEEP IN MIND ALWAYS 
THE PRESENT YOU ARE 
CONSTRUCTING. IT 
SHOULD BE THE FUTURE 
YOU WANT.

 —Author, Alice Walker
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Q. What did you do before coming to 
Ephrata Field Office?

A. For the past 10 years I have worked for the 
Bureau of Reclamation in the Lower Colorado 
Region.  Most recently I was the Resource 
Management Office Chief in the Regional 
Office located in Boulder City, NV.

Q. Tell us a little more about your 
background and interests.

A. I grew up on the East Coast in New York 
State and am a biologist by trade.  I went to 
school at the State University of New York 
College of Environmental Science and Forest-
ry.  I have lived out west for about 15 years 
and worked as a biologist in Ely, NV and Las 
Vegas, NV as a contractor to Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), and then as a Federal 
employee at the BLM prior to working for 
Reclamation.  At Reclamation I worked in 
various capacities related to biology, the 
National Environmental Policy Act, and land 
management before becoming the Chief of 
the Resource Management Office.  I am an 
avid outdoors-man and am very excited to be 
living in Ephrata where I will be able to spend 
time doing activities I love such as hiking, 
backpacking, hunting, fishing, and camping 
with my wife and kids.

Q. What is your vision for the Ephrata 
Field Office?

A. I believe respect, communication, and 
collaboration are major drivers in building 
and maintaining good relationships and that 

good relationships with customers, partners, 
and stakeholders are the key to the work that 
we do in the Ephrata Field Office (EFO).  I also 
believe in being a strong community partner 
and will be looking for areas where we can 
continue to engage with the local commu-
nities within the EFO area of responsibility.  
EFO staff do great work and are integral 
to the continued success of the Columbia 
Basin Project.  I plan to support the work of 
EFO, work with everyone concerned with 
the Columbia Basin Project and work with 
the Irrigation Districts that fall within EFO’s 
area of responsibility that are outside of the 
Columbia Basin Project to move our projects 
and daily work forward.  I welcome folks to 
stop by the office to meet me and EFO staff.  
If you are going to drop by, please try to call 
ahead of time to make sure the people you 
want to see are there to meet you because 
I expect many days you will find us out and 
about on the Columbia Basin Project getting 
things done. 
    
Q. What is your perspective on the 
Columbia Basin Project – the project 
and its path toward completion?

A. The Columbia Basin Project is unique for 
at least two reasons I am currently aware of, 
it is Reclamation’s largest project and it is still 
under construction, specifically with all of the 
ongoing work associated with Odessa.  I am 
interested in learning all facets of the Project 
and hope that the Columbia Basin Project 
stakeholders will take time to explain the 
Project and their perspectives of the Proj-
ect to me during this learning experience.  I 

intend to work with Reclamation and the Co-
lumbia Basin Project Partners to make good 
decisions that ensure the long-term viability 
of the Project.  

Q. What are your priorities? How will 
you prioritize items like: the Odessa 
Groundwater Replacement Program 
(OGWRP), other infrastructure r
einvestment projects, etc.?

A. We are involved in several projects, 
including OGWRP that are a high priority to 
Reclamation and the CBP Irrigation Districts. 
Right now, I think we need to stay focused 
to complete some long-standing projects 
such as Odessa, Potholes Supplemental Feed 
Route, and PPL.  Working together with the 
Columbia Basin Project Irrigation Districts to 
fulfill the day-to-day Columbia Basin Project 
operational requirements is also a rather 
obvious priority, but I think an important one 
to state.

Meet Marc Maynard, the new BOR Ephrata Field Office Manager. We took the  
opportunity to ask Marc a few questions to get to know him better. The League is 
looking forward to working with Marc and continuing our partnership with  
Reclamation in moving the Columbia Basin Project development forward.

Marc Maynard, New BOR Ephrata Field 
Office Manager

MEET MARC MAYNARD

In advance of the President’s budget, the 
Columbia Basin Development League (League) 
staff sent a letter to Secretary Zinke (copying 
Comm’r. Brenda Burman; Rep. Dan Newhouse; 
Sen. Patty Murray; and Sen. Maria Cantwell) in 
late January, advocating for the Columbia Basin 
Project (Project) to be included in the federal 
infrastructure package.

As the infrastructure debate heats up in DC, the 
League continues to advocate for the Project 
and its current phase of development, the 
Odessa Ground Water Replacement Program 
(OGWRP).

The League has participated in dozens of 
meetings with Reclamation and the Washing-
ton State Delegation on the importance of the 
Columbia Basin Project and completing OGWRP. 
OGWRP is an excellent example of an innovative 
and transformative project that will not only 
help our farmers, but also the environment and 
rural communities. Without surface water from 
the Project, the economic future of the Odessa 
subarea is in jeopardy. Depletion of the Odes-
sa groundwater aquifer would dry up 100,000 

acres of irrigated farmland causing significant 
loss of income and jobs and threaten the drink-
ing water supplies for nearly 200,000 people. 

Throughout this process, Washington State 
and local stakeholders have been contributing 
towards the implementation of OGWRP. In fact, 
the State has invested over $75 million. How-
ever, as a federal project the Bureau of Recla-
mation needs to be an active partner. While the 
League continues to advocate for federal fund-
ing – recently sending letters to the Washington 
State Delegation supporting funding for OGWRP 
in FY2019 – we have also been looking for cre-
ative solutions to address the cost of OGWRP. 

Included in these solutions is the 960-acre 
Class 1 equivalency limit in the Reclamation 
Reform Act (RRA) of 1982 (PL 97-293). Within 
the boundary of the OGWRP area, most of the 
family farms are larger than 960 acres. Since 
the cost of replacing their deep well water with 
Project surface water will be significantly more 
than the cost of ground water (or even surface 
water in other parts of the Project), these farms 
will need to continue to farm more than 960 

acres for OGWRP to become affordable enough 
to be successfully implemented.  

Water infrastructure is perhaps the most im-
portant, yet overlooked, form of infrastructure 
in our nation. An investment in water infra-
structure is an investment in American farmers, 
our nation’s economy, its health, and its future. 
This cannot be more evident than in the Odessa 
Subarea. The Washington State Department of 
Ecology estimates failure to address the aquifer 
depletion will result in the loss of 3,600 jobs and 
$840 million annually in agricultural production.

OGWRP is a workable and functioning pub-
lic-private partnership with both state and 
federal agencies involved. We believe that all 
alternatives, including funding and regulatory 
limitations, must be looked at in order to com-
plete OGWRP. 

LEAGUE CONTINUES TO ADVOCATE FOR PROJECT
Submitted by: Annick Miller Rivera | Senior Policy Advisor, Water Strategies, LLC

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PROJECT

For more information or updates about the Project’s current phase of 
development, OGWRP, please visit:

www.cbdl.org/advocacy/odessa-groundwater-replacement.

AN INVESTMENT IN WATER  
INFRASTRUCTURE IS AN  
INVESTMENT IN AMERICAN 
FARMERS, OUR NATION’S 
ECONOMY, ITS HEALTH,  
AND ITS FUTURE.
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  HIGHLIGHTS FROM ECBID  

Submitted by: Jed Crowther, Development  
Coordinator, ECBID

Design work begins on the second and third 
delivery systems in the Odessa Ground Water 
Replacement Program (OGWRP).

EL 11.8 Delivery System 
Preliminary data was received from IRZ Consult-
ing, LLC (IRZ) for the EL 11.8 delivery system; to 
serve 3,500 acres. Projected pipeline delivery 
length is about 6 miles, with canal pump station 
at the EL 12.4 location. Initial calculations by IRZ 
for capital costs per acre, structured by annual 
payments for 30 years:
 $248 per acre with 36” pipe at 7 fps flow veloci-
ty, or $283 per acre with 42” pipe at 6 fps. 

EL 22.1 Delivery System 
A similar pattern with higher cost projections 
was provided by IRZ for the EL 22.1 delivery 
system, by four design scenarios, depending on 
velocities/acres, extending out from the canal 
9 - 11 miles:

• $272 per acre for 11,110 acres at 7 fps; or 
$325 per acre for 11,110 acres at 6 fps.

• $323 per acre for 18,993 acres at 7 fps; or 
$357 per acre for 18,993 acres at 6 fps.

The initial data is higher than the $190 capital 
cost per acre ceiling previously established by 
East Columbia Basin Irrigation District (ECBID), 
but it is a starting point which helps to focus 
more clearly on feasible design alternatives, and 
to pursue realistic funding opportunities.
First reviews typically include higher contingen-
cies until plan details are developed and refined.  
Working together, ECBID is seeking methods to 
achieve more efficient and economical design. 

Financing is also being reviewed for interest 
rates, debt service reserve, and construction 
time. Next step will be to perform second-tier 
review of site conditions and update cost pro-
jections.

WASHINGTON STATE CAPITAL BUDGET 
APPROVED

The Washington State Capital Budget was ap-
proved on January 19, 2018 which includes:

$10 million for the East Columbia Basin  
Irrigation District – for OGWRP activities.  
The primary potential uses of these funds are:  

• Kansas Prairie #1 and #2 Siphons 
• District Engineering / Development Office
• Delivery System Planning and Design
• East Low Canal Widening
• Radial Gates Design, Procurement and 

Installation
• Electrical Substation Planning and Design
• Cultural, Environmental, and Title Review  
• Easement and Survey Preparation

The District will evaluate program needs, scope 
of work, priorities, sequence, and timing. The 
goal is to advance 
orderly construction 
of key elements of 
the OGWRP.

$5 million for the EL 
47.5 delivery system 
– to increase capacity 
(see ESSB 6095).
The District is seeking 
clarity in the interpre-
tation of this appro-
priation, together 
with OCR staff, for a 
better understanding 
of the intent and im-
plementation of proj-
ect funding details.    

The Board will consid-
er increased capacity 
to serve additional 

acres with the State funding. This involves 
review of the expected determination by the 
State, and updated cost projections. Depending 
on receiving timely information, these factors 
were presented at a March 7th Board meeting.

The District may utilize the $5 million available – 
to build more capacity on the EL 47.5 system. If 
so, more design work would be needed; which 
requires added time for system completion. 
Delays to the anticipated 2019 delivery schedule 
would likely occur; which may impact private 
investment decisions and cropping patterns. 
Likewise, provisions to assure the yearly munic-
ipal bond repayment must be addressed and 
resolved. 

Master Water Service Contract (MWSC)  
Renewal
Reclamation is still performing their contract re-
view process to revise the Basis of Negotiations. 
As further progress occurs, the District will seek 
to inform landowners by monthly board meet-
ings, newsletter updates, and/or landowner 
meetings.

  HIGHLIGHTS FROM QCBID  

Submitted by: Darvin Fales, Secretary-Manager, QCBID

Starting to Fill the West Canal March 14
The Quincy Columbia Basin Irrigation District plans to start filling the West Canal on Wednesday, 
March 14 barring any unforeseen delays. Priming will continue on smaller canals and laterals through 
the first week in April, depending on the weather and the demand for water deliveries. 

Telephone recorders will be available on March 26 in all Watermaster offices for water ordering. This 
service will be available on Saturdays and up to 11:30 a.m. on Sundays for the following Monday’s water order, throughout the season.

After March 14, waterusers are urged to contact their respective Watermaster headquarters to receive current information and schedules.

  HIGHLIGHTS FROM SCBID  

Submitted by: Dave Solem, General Manager, SCBID

January Irrigation Leader Feature
Be sure to check out the January Irrigation Leader feature on SCBID. Irrigation Leader’s John Crotty 
interviews Dave Solem, SCBID General Manager, and John O’Callaghan, SCBID Assistant Manager of 
Techincal Services, about its return flow pumping station project. You can read the article at:
 http://waterstrategies.com/011118-jan-wash-state.html.

  CANAL SAFTEY 

The Bureau of Reclamation has a canal safety program called: Otto Otter Canal Safety Program. Otto Otter, the 
safety mascot, educates the community about the dangers of canals and highlights the importance of staying 
out and away from canals. As water for the spring season will begin to turn back on, the League wants to be 
sure the public is reminded of the Reclamation safety points below:

1. Canal water is very cold and fast-moving.
2. Canal waters and roads adjacent to canals are not for public use. The canals in some cases are owned in fee 

(private property) or have a right of way held by irrigation districts, ditch companies or government entities. 
It is a trespass or encroachment to recreate within the width of the canal right of way.

3. Irrigation is the primary purpose of canals. The average depths of canals are between 1 to 10 feet deep and 
some have very steep vertical banks.

4. The best way to be safe from canals is to stay away. It’s not only dangerous for children, it’s hazardous for 
everyone, including your pets. Stay out.

To learn more, visit: www.usbr.gov/pn/about/otto.

ECBID BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Orman Johnson
Boe Clausen
Bernie Erickson

Dennis Mickelson
Duaine Anderson

QCBID BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Warren Morgan
John Rylaarsdam
Phil Stadelman

Mike LaPlant
Bill Stevens
Ko Weyns
Derek Allred

SCBID BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Bryan Alford
Maury Balcom
Richard Conrad

JJ Danz
Charles Lyall 

A VIEW FROM THE CANALS

OGWRP EL47.5 Pump Station floor concrete placement
Otto Otter teaches kids – and all – to be 
safe around canals by staying out!



VOICE OF THE PROJECT NEWSLETTER  l  12

  MAJOR  

Big Bend Electric Cooperative
City of Othello
Connell 76 LLC

  UNDERWRITER  

Johnson Reaugh, LLC / Johnson Agriprises

  SUPPORTER  

East Columbia Basin Irrigation District
McGregor Company
Payne West Insurance
Washington State Tree Fruit Association

  CORPORATE  

Friehe Farms
Inland Power & Light Company
KeyBank-Moses Lake
Lincoln County Commissioners
Nelson Irrigation Corp
Quincy Columbia Basin Irrigation District
Quincy Foods LLC
Valley Fruit Orchards LLC

  MEMBER  

501 Consultants Inc
Abundancia LLC
Anderson Perry & Associates, Inc.
Benedict Farm
Big Bend Ag Appraisals
Boersma Farms, Inc
BR Bair Farms Inc
Brett & Bryan LLC
Bruce & Diana Carlson Inc
Canyon Crest Farms
Carnosi LLC
Carpenter McGuire & DeWulf PS
Cecelia Quirk
Cegnar Company
Central Bonded Collectors
Cloudview
Columbia Basin Machine Co., Inc.
D&D Gilbert Farms
Dan Piper Farm

Darrel A Kulm Ranches Inc
Della Kiesz
Don Beus
Donald C Burk - BWE
Donald Stucky
Earthbourne Resources Inc
East Basin Ag LLC
EL & JH Ray Farms LLC
Field to Table Food Processing
Flying T LLC
Fode Land Co LLC
Franklin County Commissioners
Fresno Valves & Castings Inc
Glen Bair Farms
Grange Supply Company of Odessa
Grigg Farms
H Lee Farms Inc
Henry Field
Isaak Brothers
ITC Services, Inc.
J&E Schafer Farms Inc
J&S Myers Inc
Jack L Gilbert & Sons Inc
James Brodie
Johnston Property Management LLC
Jon & Sharon Fink
Jones Produce
J-U-B Engineers Inc
Kagele Acres Inc.
Kagele Family Farms LLC
Kelly Shinn
L&L Ag Production LLC
LaVerne Truman
Lemargie Kenison Franz & Whitaker
Lenwood Farms Inc
Marvin and Neil Joint Venture
Mary Shinn
McCrometer
McKay Seed Company
Mona Freriks
Moses Lake - Warden Air Service, Inc. (Moses Lake)
Moses Lake Irrigation & Rehabilitation  District
Nancy Franz
P&P Farms
Pacific Northwest Waterways Association
Pete Beaumont Farms LLC
Phillips Family Farms, LLC
Pomeroy Farms
Port of Pasco
Port of Warden/Grant County District #8
Prior Farms LLC
R & J Lyle LLC
RAFCO Inc
Rex Harder
Richard Erickson
Richard Stevens
RJ Circle Farms Inc
Rod Rottinghaus Farms

Ross & Tonia Lyle
RP Stucky Properties LLC
Rubicon Water
Ryan Kniep Farms
Schibel Farms Inc
Schneider Farms - Pasco LLC
Schroeder Law Offices PC
Seed-Rite Inc
SIDEB Inc
Skone Irrigation Warden/Pasco
Soiltest Farm Consultants Inc
South Columbia Basin Irrigation District
Spectrum Communications Inc
Stokrose Farms Inc.
Sunset Farms Inc
Templin Farm Service
Thomas Guderian
Tom Downs Farms
Voss Farms of Pasco LLC
Wajer Farms Inc
Washington Association of Wheat Growers
Washington Fruit & Produce
Wilbur Security Company
William Riley
Windflow Fertilizer Inc
Yvette Armstrong

  RECIPROCAL  

Cashmere Chamber of Commerce
Ephrata Chamber of Commerce
Grand Coulee Dam Area Chamber of Commerce
Greater Connell Area Chamber of Commerce
Greater Othello Chamber of Commerce
Greater Spokane Incorporated
Moses Lake Chamber of Commerce
Odessa Chamber of Commerce
Pasco Chamber of Commerce
Quincy Valley Chamber of Commerce
Ritzville Area Chamber of Commerce
Soap Lake Chamber of Commerce
Wenatchee Valley Chamber of Commerce

  SUSTAINING  

JR Simplot Company
Warden Hutterian Brethren

  PREMIER  

Washington State Potato Commission

THANKS TO OUR 2018 MEMBERS!

HELP US SAVE ON MAILING 
COSTS!

Help us save on printing and mailing 
costs by opting to receive an email 
version of this newsletter. 

Visit www.cbdl.org to sign up, or send 
us an email: info@cbdl.org.


